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Iconic Horror Movie 
Locations 

Halloween may be over, 
but that doesn’t mean 
we have to skip the 
scares from our 
favorite horror 
movies. Better 
yet: Why not 
arrange a trip 
to visit the real-
life locations 
where these 
movies took 
place? While 
many horror 
flicks were 
shot on sets, 
some used real 
places for their 
backdrops—lo-
cales that often 
possess their 
own spooky his-
tory every bit as 
ominous as what 
ended up on the 
silver screen.

VISIT REAL-
LIFE HORROR 

MOVIE 
LOCATIONS 

• The best hor-
ror films, in my 
opinion, are the 
slow-burners. The 
ones where some 
big evil is lurking 
around the corner, 
waiting, stalking… 
It’s that anticipa-
tion and the build-
up that gets your 
heart pounding and 
turns your knuck-
les white. Whether 
it’s a man-eating 
shark biding its 
time between kills, 
a loosely-guarded 
mall keeping out 
a zombie horde, a 
haunted house, or 
satan himself trying 
to steal your soul 
(or knock you up), 
these are the films 
that haunt you in 
your sleep, but they 
also keep us coming 
back for more. So, 
let’s break the third 
wall and take a road 
trip to some iconic 
horror movie filming 
locations.
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Valley House 
Poltergeist

A house in the Valley…isn’t 
that the American Dream? 
Well, let’s hope your home 
isn’t built on an ancient 
Indian Burial Ground. 
Though, maybe that’s what 
the yuppies were into back 
in 1982 when Tobe Hooper’s 
Poltergeist was released. 
Hooper, you may recall, is of 
Texas Chainsaw Massacre 
fame. Anyhow, Poltergeist, 
albeit a phenomenal horror 
film, is not without its share of 
real-life paranormal activity. 
For one, actress Dominique 
Dunn, who played the old-
est daughter in the movie, 
was murdered by her 
ex-boyfriend the year the 
film was released. Heather 
O’Rourke who played 
“Carol Anne” (i.e. the 
poor little girl who gets 
abducted by restless 
spirits), died in 1988 
of a freak illness. On a 
lighter note, the family 
who lived in the house dur-
ing filming over 2 decades 
ago still reside in the iconic 
horror home.

Sylvia St. 
Beach  Jaws

Though set on the 
fictitious “Amity Island,” 
Steven Spielberg’s 1975 
Jaws was filmed around 
Martha’s Vineyard in 
Massachusetts. Many of 
the iconic beach scenes 
were shot at Sylvia State 
Beach. Spielberg loved 
the Vineyard vibe so 
much that he even cast 
locals not only as extras 
but as two of Sheriff 
Brody’s sons. Tourism 
reportedly tripled after 
the film came out. I grew 
up just three hours away 
from where this was 
filmed. The movie had 
such an effect on my 
older brother, who was 
about 10 when this came 
out, that he refused to 
go swimming at our local 
beach (Crane Beach) 
that summer, fearing a 
Great White would at-
tack him.

Timberline 
Lodge The 
Shining

Although Stephen King 
had been inspired by 
Colorado’s Stanley Ho-
tel (above) for his epic 
horror opus, The Shin-
ing, it was the Timber-
line Lodge (below) that 
Kubrick chose for ex-
terior shots in his 1980 
classic. King ended up 
using The Stanley for 
his 1998 Shining mini-
series disaster. Rumor 
has it, at the Stanley 
Kubrick’s Shining plays 
in all rooms on a loop 
on channel 42.

The 
Amityville 
Horror Home

Lastly, to round out our 
iconic horror movie film-
ing locations, we have 
the actual house from 
The Amityville Horror. 
This horror classic was 
based on a real-life 
horrific episode in 
which a man murdered 
his whole family then 
killed himself. About a 
year after the murders, 
the Lutz family moved 
in and experienced 
paranormal phenomena 
for about a month until 
they moved out of the 
home.

Camp Crystal 
Lake Friday 
the 13th

Friday The 13th is an 
oft-misunderstood movie, 
frequently categorized as 
a slasher, but in reality 
it’s nothing more than 
a revenge thriller and 
morality tale, chronicling 
the intense relationship 
between a boy and his 
mother (and a lot of slut-
shaming). Not really, it’s 
a slasher, through and 
through. Although this 
camp was used as the 
setting for a pretty gory 
horror film, it’s actually a 
real camp that happens 
to be one of Northern 
New Jersey’s most popu-
lar camps, Camp No-Be-
Bo-Sco.
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